CONSTITUTION

TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT COUNCILS

DISTRICT XII

CONSTITUTION

DISRTICT XII, TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT COUNCILS

November, 1978

Amended, 2008

We, the student councils of District XII, in order to create a greater sense of cooperation among the councils of our district, instill American ideals in the youth of our schools, and afford training in good citizenship, do adopt the following constitution.

Article I-Name

The name of this organization shall be the District XII Texas Association of Student Councils.

Article II-Purpose

The purpose of this organization shall be to assist all schools in District XII, both senior and junior highs, parochial, or private, in promoting a student council, with each council having equal rights and opportunities in becoming a member of the district organization, and participating in its activities.

Article III-Membership

Section 1. Any junior or senior high school within the boundaries set for District XII may become a member of the district organization, provided it pays the annual membership fee to the Texas Association of Student Councils by the date of the fall district meeting.

Section 2. The counties included within District XII are Stonewall, Haskell, Throckmorton, Young, Jack, Knox, Baylor, Archer, Clay, Montague, Foard, Hardeman, Wilbarger, and Wichita.

Section 3. Duties of Officers

A. The president shall preside at district meetings, call special meetings when necessary, vote in the case of a tie, introduce speakers, and assume other such duties as are generally associated with the office.

B. The vice president shall perform the duties of the president in his or her absence, shall act as reporter, shall serve as district election chairman, including preparation of ballots and conducting the election, and assume other such duties as are generally associated with this office.

C. The secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings, both regular and executive committee, shall be custodian of the district funds, receiving the annual dues, making the disbursements as directed by the Executive Committee and keeping all monetary records, shall handle all official correspondence, and keep a file of district records.

D. The Parliamentarian shall rule of all questions and order, shall assist the president in keeping order, and assist with the annual election.

Article V- Election of Officers

Section 1. School, rather than individuals, shall be candidates. Each officer school shall choose the student to fill the office,

Section 2. Officers shall be elected at the spring meeting of the district each year. Candidate schools must have dues paid in December of the year preceding the election.

Section 3. The principal shall sign a statement that he approves of the school campaigning for an office. A letter of intent, signed by the principal, shall be delivered to the district vice president prior to election.

Section 4. Each school campaigning for office will be limited to not more than five minutes for nominating, seconding, and acceptance speeches during the campaign rally preceding the balloting. The host school will determine regulations concerning display and distribution of all campaign materials.

Section 5. A representative chosen from each council present at the election meeting shall cast one vote, by secret ballot, for each office. In case of a tie vote, voting shall be “one man one vote” for delegates present that have paid district dues.

Section 6. There will always be two advisors of the district, one carryover and one advisor to be elected each year for a period of two years. The nomination of the district sponsor will be made in the same manner as that of officer schools. If one is not nominated, rules will be suspended, and a sponsor will be elected from the floor.

Section 7. No school or sponsor shall hold the same office for more than two consecutive terms.

Section 8. No school shall hold more than one elective officer per year.

Article VI-Committees

Section 1. There shall be one standing committee—the Executive Committee

Section 2. One district meeting to be held each year, in the spring and shall be hosted by the president school.

Section 3. Host schools for the district meeting will have the option of taking or rejecting $80.00 each to be taken from the district fund to help defray expenses of the meeting.

Article VII- Amendments

Section 1. An amendment may be presented at the district meeting by approval of one third of the schools in the district, providing it passes two-thirds vote within the councils of each school.

Section 2. A copy of the amendment must be sent to each member council at least one week before the district meeting.

Section 3. The amendment must receive a majority vote of all councils present at the district meeting in order to become effective.

Article IX-Ratification

This constitution shall become effective immediately after receiving a majority vote of the paid members of the District XII Student Council Association. 

Article X-Parliamentary Authority

In all matters not specifically covered in this constitution, the parliamentary authority shall be the revised edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.

BY-LAWS

Article I. Activities, resolutions, proposals, and projects in the name of the student council shall have a clearance and approval of the Executive Committee.

Article II. Officers and committee chairman of the district councils should conduct themselves in a manner that will promote unity of all students and the achievement of student council objectives.

Article III. Project report forms should be submitted to the District President School by a date to be determined by the officer schools. The district president will submit the results to the TASC state office by the state deadline.

Section 1. Criteria for outstanding district schools shall be in the hands of the district president at the spring district convention. 

On October 8, 1972, the Board of Directors of the Texas Association of Secondary School Principals passed the following policy:

“Since Student Council District Activities vitally affect the State operation, and since TASSP wishes to promote student council work in Texas, and since student council is a cooperative effort between students, sponsors, and the administration, and to provide for administrative review and due process at the District level, the TASSP Board of Directors requires that, as a condition of sponsorship, any action at the district level may be appealed by a member of that Committee or a member school to a committee composed of the District officer schools and the State Executive Secretary. This action may be initiated by mailing a request in writing to the TASC Executive Secretary.”

The TASC Executive Committee shall develop guidelines for the approval of District Constitutions. Each District shall submit their constitution and amendments to the State Executive Secretary for approval as related to established guidelines.

And, that the above be added as a part of the By-Laws of each District Constitution.

